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Refratechnik and RATH
form technology alliance.

The two refractory manufacturers will cooperate in the development and production of
refractory products for glass melting plants in the glass industry

Refratechnik and RATH - both renowned and internationally active refractory manufactu-
rers — announced the launch of a long-term technology alliance today, November 19, 2024.
The goal of the ambitious partnership is close collaboration in the development and manu-
facture of refractory products for glass melting plants in the glass industry.

Munich/Vienna, November 19, 2024

As part of the technology alliance, both companies will contribute their respective know-how in glass
manufacturing and refractory production to combine it into a unique technology solution. The two
companies will be operating under the name “R? — THE GLASS FURNACE ALLIANCE.” RATH will be
the main point of contact for customers seeking the best mix of Refratechnik and RATH products for
glass melting furnaces.

The alliance enables RATH to expand its technological expertise, as products manufactured by
Refratechnik will be developed in close collaboration with the research and development depart-
ments of both companies. Refratechnik will contribute its production know-how, including newly
developed formulations and high-precision tolerance ranges for end products.

The glass industry will benefit from the technology alliance in several ways: It can now obtain the
refractory solutions needed for each production step from a single source. For example, RATH can
now offer a complete concept for regenerators, including magnesia and zircon magnesia regenera-
tor bricks, alumina wall bricks, and 1000 x 500 x 200 mm bottom blocks, etc. Another advantage of
the new partnership is that thanks to flexible production capacities, availability can be tailored to
customer requirements.

“I'am pleased that with this technology alliance for the glass industry, we and Refratechnik have
created a real alternative to existing mass manufacturers. Our two companies combine innovative
strength and economic stability with uncompromising quality standards — and in future, this will be
coupled with even more flexibility,” says Andreas Pfneiszl, Speaker of the Executive Board, RATH
Group.
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“Refratechnik and RATH complement each other perfectly, and together we are bringing a breath of
fresh air to the refractory industry. For the first time, two industry giants have joined forces to incor-
porate technology and industry know-how into a concept that is both proven and state-of-theart,”
says Rainer Gaebel, Managing Director of Refratechnik Holding.

With this technology alliance, Refratechnik and RATH are forming a counterweight to established
refractory suppliers. “Our promise to the glass industry is to be a partner at eye level, who acts
quickly, flexibly, individually and in a needs-oriented manner,” Andreas Pfneiszl and Rainer Gaebel
summarize.

Refratechnik: Intelligent refractory technology and industrial minerals for global markets
The Refratechnik Group has been developing, producing and installing innovative, high-quality
refractory materials for more than 70 years. Its group-wide production volume of more than 1 million
tons of refractory products and industrial minerals enable it to reliably serve customers with refrac-
tory needs worldwide. As a global market leader for the cement industry and a strong technology
partner for the steel, non-ferrous metal and ceramics industries, Refratechnik is also continuously
expanding its portfolio for other high-temperature industries.

RATH: Refractory supplier with industry know-how

RATH has been developing and producing high-quality refractory materials for more than 130 years.
In the last few decades, RATH has, among other things, specialized in the production of refractory
materials for the glass industry, and offers refractory solutions especially for the container glass
industry, but also for flat glass, E-glass, C-glass, tableware, art glass and special glass manufacturers
around the world.

About Refratechnik

With more than 2,100 employees at 28 locations, the Refratechnik Group is the largest family-run
and globally positioned company in the refractory and raw materials industry. The refractory pro-
ducts developed by Refratechnik, along with its service and process expertise, are used globally in all
industrial high-temperature processes, for example in the cement, lime, ceramics, steel, aluminum,
and non-ferrous metals industries.

The group is a leading manufacturer of high-quality magnesia products. Refratechnik extracts the
ores from deposits of cryptocrystalline magnesite in Australia and macrocrystalline magnesite in
Canada — the only ones of their kind in the world — and processes them into high-quality industrial
minerals delivered to global customers, with a strong focus on sustainability.

Operating under the umbrella of Refratechnik Holding, the various companies offer a seamless port-
folio of products and services.

www.refra.com
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About RATH

RATH specializes in refractory technology with a broad product range of refractory materials for
application temperatures of up to 1800 °C. RATH AG, headquartered in Vienna, has established itself
internationally as a renowned supplier of refractory solutions, with around 600 employees and sales
representatives in several countries worldwide.

The RATH Group manufactures a wide range of innovative, high-quality refractory products at a
total of seven production sites in Europe (Austria, Hungary, Germany) and the USA. The company
produces dense bricks, unshaped products, lightweight refractory bricks, pre-cast blocks as well as
high-temperature insulation wool and vacuum-formed parts.

www.rath-group.com

Contact Refratechnik

Alexander Daberkow

Head of Global Marketing Communications
Phone +49 211 5858 348
alexander.daberkow@refra.com

Contact RATH

Anja Rauter

Global Manager Marketing Communications
Phone +43 1513 4427 2176
anja.rauter@rath-group.com

Thomas Binder-Krieglstein

Head of Group Marketing

Phone +43 1513 4427 2174
thomas.binder-krieglstein@rath-group.com
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